
We are learning about length and height 

Activity 1 – Measure length in centimetres (cm) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 2 – Measure Length in Metres (m) 

 

You may not have a metre stick at home, but you might have a tape measure in your 

sewing box? Alternatively, you could cut a piece of string or wool to a 1m length or 

make it by sticking strips of paper together. Children need to know that 1m = 100cm 

and it is useful if they can visualise how long a metre is.  

 

 

N.B. for number 1 you could use objects around your home instead of the classroom. 

For number 3 you could measure something else, like the length of your garden or a 

room in your house. You would need 2 metre sticks or home-made versions (string, 

wool, paper) and you would need to place them end to end, then keep swapping them 

over (if that makes sense!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 3 – Compare Lengths 

Children are already familiar with the ‘greater than’, ‘less than’ and ‘equal to’ signs. 

 <, >, = 

The open side of the sign goes towards the bigger number, while the pointy end goes 

towards the smaller number. E.g. 15cm is greater than 10cm, so we could put our signs 

this way, 15 > 10, or this way, 10 < 15.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 4 – Order Lengths 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the ‘Suzie says’ problem, you could measure and compare the people in your 

family. It would be worth pointing out that taller people probably will have longer 

shoes, but this wouldn’t always necessarily be the case! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Activity 5 – Four Operations with lengths 

 

The four operations means addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplication (X) and division.  

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


