
Description of the Clocks’ sitting room, page 22 

Arrietty wandered through the open door into the sitting-room.  Ah, the fire had been lighted and 

the room looked bright and cosy.  Homily was proud of her sitting-room: the walls had been 

papered with scraps of old letters out of waste-paper baskets, and Homily had arranged the 

handwriting sideways in vertical stripes which ran from floor to ceiling.  On the walls, repeated in 

various colours, hung several portraits of Queen Victoria as a girl; these were postage stamps, 

borrowed by Pod some years ago from the stamp-box on the desk in the morning-room.  There 

was a lacquer trinket-box, padded inside and with the lid open, which they used as a settle; and 

that useful stand-by - a chest of drawers made out of match-boxes.  There was a round table with 

a red velvet cloth, which Pod had made from the wooden bottom of a pill-box supported on the 

carved pedestal of a knight from the chess-set… The knight itself - its bust, so to speak - stood on a 

column in the corner, where it looked very fine, and lent that air to the room that only statuary 

can give. 

Beside the fire, in a tilted wooden book-case, stood Arrietty’s library.  This was a set of those 

miniature volumes which the Victorians loved to print, but which to Arrietty seemed the size of 

very large church Bibles… 

 


