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f.:l’ld Tom as he settled on the grass-in the show'
ffro‘t:rfm him the crowd waited lmputlentlv
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THE LANTERNS WENT OUT.

In the darkness the crowd fidgeted with

excitement. There was a cough, a whisper

and then

ALOUD HUSH.

At last a soft, blue glow lit the stage and the

curtains twitched. -mm
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--~tumbled onto the stage to the pounding beﬂt

()f a drum Skittles flew, fast and Furmus,

BACK AND FORTH, UP AND OVER.

Tambourines rattled, loud and louder;

skittles spun, high and higher: the jugglers
twisted,  fast and faster.. THEN BANG

1HE SKITTLES WENT UP..

.but they didn’t come down!

" " BVERYBODY CHEERED AND GLAPPED.

The jugglers bowed and bounced away.

Iy T, R

ONGE MORE THERE WAS ONLY DARKNESS.
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FOLD OUT e

NOW ONE DIM SPOTLIGHT

found a barrel organ, still and silent on the stage.

EVERYONE
HELD THEIR BREATH.

THE HANDLE BEGAN TO TURN

but there was no hand upon it. =

NOTE BY NOTE

the tinkling song of a carousel started

to dance from the pipes...

|
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. uUP JUMPED A BARRE

all made of wood and ti

L ORGAN MONKEY,
ny hinges.

H E BECKONED

MOON

A red

-eyed crocodile snapped at a running boy’s heel.

A ballerina turned on her pink satin shoe.

Painted animals paraded

into the ark and
A FL

YING MACHINE LURCHED THROUGH THE AIR,

UP, UP AND OVER THE MooN.
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-m S THE SARRPL ORGANRELE SILENT.
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:NG ONE STIRRED.
creaks of the_,ﬁ“

For a moment _the
nmqlmmcu’l* toys cast thelr own spell: Then

.thﬂv slowed, gerked awkwardly and were stllll

tiny

-

THE\«S\OLEMN MONKEY TOOK A STIFF BOW AIND

T}H:t €URTAHNS CLOS};D
@o%ow APPL LATYE,

EDGING FORWARE)dN-*‘THE DARK
“N OW IT-’-‘S GOING TO HAPPEN.”

-.-_II -'.:

“\utmde in: the H%th r;ff.[,}"l‘*’éiht::u:]rtenr:l With a swish

Tl
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@UD OF PU..HRPLE SMOKE?>

LLED. THE STAGE

and-there he was.

LR

Sparks flew from his fingertips. ™
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"TRUST NOTHING...” SAID ABDUL KAZAM,

90T BELIBYE BYRRYLHINGI®

e

HE THREW HIS A Rers:rIN*‘Tb THE AIR yo
AND THE MAGIC BEGAN., "5

PAPER FLOWERS BLOSSOMED FROM HIS SLEEVES;

silk scarves changed colour at g Whlspered
word; water, poured into a hat,

night air. -

turned 1nt
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d. Then Abdul Kazam ste ,.ﬁ‘

The crowd was amaze
A door into a
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INSIDE, the

LEON fell down, down, down, until he

b ' -
OX Was not a box. It was a worlg of doorways to Somewhere Blse. [

tumbled onto a carpet.

"HELLO,” said a boy in blue pantaloon trousers.

“Where am 19" asked LEON.

“This is THE PLACE BETWEEN,” said the boy.

“Between WHAT?"

“Between there and back again. This is the place where MAGIC sends you.” <

[ i 5
'R T
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oill you show me?" asked LEON. The boy smiled. “Hold on tight."

© He gave the carpet a tug. With a swoop, off they flow. fiverything that disappeared by magic, appeared in the Place

- etween. Gards and doves fluttered in the lantern light. Goins and rings spun past, flashed and were gone. Ropes, cups and
valls danced in the perfumed air. A magician's assistant stepped out of nowhere as another vanished in the blink of an gye!
it was a world of astonishment. A world of the unexfactad. It was alive with MAGIC.
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The carpet came to rest. “Do you live here?" asked LEON, his eyes huge with wonder.

“No," said the boy. “But my father is a great magician. He makes me disappear every night.
If I help him he will teach me magic.” A e
Then LEON felt something soft wriggling behind him. A white rabbit climbed gently onto 4
LEON's lap and nestled in his arms. The boy stroked her ears. s 7
“She is always here,” he said sadly. “She was never called back.”
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LEON hugged
Suddenly, the

LEON waved.

the lonely rabbit and gazed around the PLAGE BETWEEN, enchanted and amazed.

boy began to float away. "My father is calling,” he said.

“ : ‘It is time to go.”
Goodbye,” he cried. “I'll never forget!”

‘Then, from far away, he heard an echo of his own name.

‘LEON, come back to us. §, & ON, RETURN...”
A i ., . AW ALY coe Vaily

LEON felt the magic lift him off the ground and back into darkness.
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LEON HEARD A SHARP TAP.
The door of the box opened before him.

LEON S REEERERE D OUT

with the white rabbit still in his arms.

DUL BaZaM

took a majestic bow. ™

— -

THE CROWD CHEERED AND CLAPPED.
Tom and Little Mo clapped loudest of all.
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. -
asked Pete as they shuffled out into the night

r_"l-

i "D B - . " .
Of course he did,” said Tom "See, this is a
magic rabbit.” He stroked her long, soft eurﬂ,

“BUT WHERE DID YOU GO“

ﬂskcd Little Mo. -am

LULTTIRTEY

b 1 WENT TO THE ?iéi‘i
THAT MAGIC TAKES YOU ”ﬁ’:';

d

he said. —
> go there?” sighed Little Mo with r.r

“Cun anyone

yawn. LEON. lifted her up onto his shoulderss

-

', "“'Yes, anyone Mo,” he said.
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