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Take 5 (Keys) 

Aim of the game 
To create calculations to equal all the numbers from 1 to 20 but using only 3 digit keys and 
2 operation keys. You can always use the equals key! 

How to play 
Choose three numbers to use and 2 operation keys (+, -, × or ÷). 

Using just those keys, create calculations that equal the numbers 
from 1 to 20. 

e.g. using 5, 6, 8, + and – you could make the answers 1, 2 and 3 
like this: 

6 – 5 = 1 
8 – 6 = 2 
8 – 5 = 3 

What will you do to get the answer 4? Could you use + and – in the 
same calculation? 

6 + 8 – 5 = …? 

You could draw a table to record your calculations  
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Using the calculator? 
Does it matter which order you enter the calculations? 

Does 6 + 8 – 5 = give the same answer as 8 – 5 + 6 = ? 

What if you chose × and ÷ as your operation keys? 

Does the order you enter the calculation matter? 

Top Tip 
In year 6, children may learn about BODMAS or BIDMAS which helps them to remember 
the order of operations 

B – brackets 

O/I – indices (powers) 

D and M – division and multiplication 

A and S – addition and subtraction 

 


