
 



 

 

old Bert. No more bus stops! No more passengers! No 

more kids! No more rotten cheeky kids! 

1. How long has Bert been driving a bus? 

2. Does Bert like being a bus driver? How do you 

know? 

3. Give 3 examples of the things that make driving 

difficult. 

4. The narrator asks question “Who invented them?” 

“What’s the point of them?” Why does the author 

introduce these questions? 

5. The descriptions are all very negative as if Bert 

hates everything to do with his job. What do you 

think he dislikes the most and why? 

6. What do you think the worst sort of kids are for 

Bert? Give evidence for your answer. 

7. 7. Would you like to be a bus drive. Think of two 

reasons why you might like it and two why you 

might not. 

8. The author uses words like gobs, mebbe, 

bloomin’. Suggest reasons why he does this. 



 

Answers: 

1. He has been driving this bus for 10 years and another one for 10 years before that – 20 years in all. 

2. Bert no longer enjoys driving. He is bored by it  - it says stop start stop start - and he doesn’t like the unpleasant passengers. 

3. Any 3 things from the list that start traffic lights, traffic jams… 

4. Questions like this engage the reader – you find yourself trying to answer the questions. 

5. He seems to hate children the most – he has the most to say about children and the narrator says “Don’t get him started..” as if it would be hard to stop 

him. He also says “No more kids! No more rotten cheeky kids right at the end as if this is the most important, over riding good thing about retirement.” 

6. School kids are the worst. They are badly behaved and won’t d as he tells them to do. He repeats sit down as if he is having to say it over and over again. 

7. You can drive around all day and you are not stuck inside; you are in charge of your own bus; you might like to help people and see different people every 

day; you might get to go to places you never visited; BUT you might have rude passengers; you might get stuck in bad traffic; you have to sit down a lot; 

someone might be sick or make a mess you have to clean up. 

8. These are words which show someone is talking and it sounds like conversation. It gives the narrator a sense of being a character. 


